Research in HPB  by Toouli, Jim
EDITORIAL
Research in HPB
‘‘I never thought there was so much work in this
research stuff, and as much excitement!’’ said one of
the young surgeons who recently completed a period
of research in my laboratory. His comments have
promoted this editorial as it allows me to highlight
issues relating to research, which of course is the
‘‘lifeblood’’ of our Journal.
Laboratory research is not for everyone, however
when I look around me, both locally and internation-
ally I note that the people who lead our specialty have
in general spent significant periods of their training
involved in laboratory research. The results of their
research impact on our clinical decisions and manage-
ment, but more significantly in my views their
research training has produced individuals who pro-
vide the leadership and future development of our
specialty. I have placed the emphasis on laboratory
research, rather than clinical research on purpose.
This is not to diminish the importance of clinical
research, but to highlight the value of laboratory
research for the clinician scientist. It is in the
laboratory, that basic skills and the rigor of research
is learned. It is as a result of this experience that the
skills of scientific analysis are acquired and the art of
writing and presentation is developed. All of this
training is ready background for understanding and
then acquiring the skills to conduct meaningful
clinical research.
We, in the IHPBA, are fortunate to have had as
colleagues, the likes of Ken Warren. Despite the
distance that separated us, and difference in age a
friendship developed around our shared wish to foster
research training in the future leaders of our specialty.
It was with this in mind that the Kenneth Warren
Fellowship was developed through Ken’s generosity
and subsequently the generosity and support of the
Warren Family. The Fellowship is a tangible means by
which we demonstrate the value that we place on
laboratory research training for surgeon scientists.
Despite all that I have said above, I fear that we are
going through a period all around the world, in which
the demands for clinical training are such, that
laboratory research training is being undervalued.
My concern is that administrators of institutions and
health politicians may not fully appreciate the value of
research training, especially when budgets need to be
balanced and laboratory research does not seem to
have an immediately obvious income stream.
As editor of HBP, the results of research, laboratory
or clinical, are crucial to our survival as a quality
Journal. Hence, even if it is for totally selfish reasons I
wish to encourage the readership to continue their
support of research and to submit their research
results for publication in our Journal so that the
leaders of our specialty have an opportunity to read
and review it.
The future of our specialty is dependent on our
ability to conduct meaningful laboratory and clinical
research and research can only be done by people who
are well trained. I encourage you to embrace any
opportunity of training in research as like my recent
research fellow you will also experience the exhilira-
tion of discovery and self fulfilment.
Jim Toouli
Editor-in-Chief
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